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Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025/26

	Date this summary was published
	Autumn Term 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	Summer Term 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Richard Billings

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Musica Kirklees

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Education Group (workshops)
Nordoff and Robbins (therapy)



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum Music
There is no current Music provision built into the taught curriculum at Ethos Academy. At KS4 level, this would require students to choose this specialist subject as part of their options choices. Due to the nature of required independent study, additional instrumental practice and rehearsal time, it would not be in the best interests of the pupils to include this in the taught curriculum. However, we recognise the power of Music and how this can offer a creative outlet for pupils and provide them with a more holistic and well-rounded education. (Please see ‘Extra-Curricular Music and Music Tuition’ section).
[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-Curricular Music and Music Tuition
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
Within the Academy Timetable
We believe that collectively, the benefits of Extra-Curricular Music can help boost self-esteem, help with self-regulation and provide an opportunity for developing holistic creativity within each pupil. A large part of studying Music is the aspect of performing; this can be through a variety of ways including: with an instrument, the voice or with basic Music Technology. 
We have skilled members of staff members who are able to teach students the three main elements of Music: Performing, Composing and Appraising. Extra-Curricular Music is open to all pupils who express an interest in exploring it further. This can be accessed in a variety of different formats including: structured Music lessons which take place during timetabled Personal Development sessions, single instrumental (or singing) practice and also as a tool and technique to help with self-regulation de-escalation. Pupils will be able to access the dedicated Music space to explore whichever format they wish to develop. This offers a good range of areas covered, whilst also encouraging independent creativity. Within these areas of Extra-Curricular Music, the following elements of Music will be explored:
· Dynamics
· Rhythm
· Pitch
· Structure
· Melody
· Tempo
· Harmony
Here at Ethos Academy, we recognise the positive impact that Music can have on mental health, wellbeing and resilience. This is why our Extra-Curricular Music sessions are flexible enough to be tailored to individual pupil’s needs and to help address SEMH deficits. Whether Music is new to pupils, or they have had experience in their KS3 setting, we will create a positive project based learning environment for the pupils to unlock a hidden talent or simply to learn a new skill an have fun! 
External Providers - Musica Kirklees
Private one to one (Peripatetic) instrumental lessons are available during the school day and are fully funded by the academy. These lessons include: Guitar (acoustic and electric), Piano/Keyboard and Drumming; all of which are delivered by specialist teachers from Musica Kirklees. About our lessons
Here's what you can expect from lessons with Musica Kirklees:
· Term-time lessons during school time held at Ethos Academy
· Choose from a wide variety of instruments (see above) or learn to sing
· Bespoke lesson packages to meet the needs of our pupils
· A guarantee of 30 lessons minimum per full academic year or pro rata
· Option to loan an instrument (subject to availability)
Music Tuition - Musica Kirklees
External Providers - Nordoff and Robbins Music Therapy
The ability to respond to Music is universal, but the way we react is unique to our personality and circumstances. By making Music together, then tuning into people’s individual responses, Music can create a platform for connection and self-expression. 
The positive impact on physical, social, mental and emotional wellbeing can be transformative. Which is why we have invested in Nordoff and Robbins to help deliver our Extra-Curricular offer. They are the UK’s largest Music Therapy Charity and their sessions are delivered by trained Music Therapists and Musicians.
Pupils who have taken part have identified the following main areas of impact from their Music therapy sessions:

· Improving my mood
· Experiencing self-achievement and success
· Improving my Musical skills
· Increasing my confidence
· Reducing feelings of anxiety
· Offering me choice and control
· Helping me to relax
· Building friendships

Pupils reported that their favourite aspects of Music therapy have been:
· Listening to the Music they like
· Getting better at a specific instrument
· Making up songs and Music on the spot
· Improving Music skills generally
Nordoff and Robbins - The UK's largest music therapy charity (nordoff-robbins.org.uk)
External Providers – Education Group (African Drumming Workshop)
Pupils will get to experience the vibrant rhythms of Africa in this engaging African drumming workshop. Pupils will dive into the basics of rhythm and percussion using traditional djembes and other authentic instruments. Each pupil will get to participate hands-on, playing traditional West African instruments. Pupils will explore the rich sounds and musical traditions of Africa through interactive drumming sessions. Every pupil not only learns to play the djembe but also gains a sense of unity and cultural appreciation as they become part of a dynamic drum circle; therefore teaching the importance of wider and more holistic skills such as: turn taking, listening, respecting, resilience and teamwork. 
This workshop will be half a day and will be open to all students within the academy. 
African & South American Drumming workshop (educationgroup.co.uk)
Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
Ethos Academy are committed to continuing to identify opportunities for pupils to be involved with and/or attend live Musical events. Ethos Academy have built up some excellent relationships with experienced and reputable external providers as outlined above and will continue to develop those relationships. There will be opportunities throughout the academic year for students to attend extra-curricular musical performances (such as musicals and pantomimes) to aid cultural capital. 
In the future
Due the success and participation level of our pupils, it is intended for Ethos Academy to continue the partnership with Nordoff Robbins Music Therapy. 
We would also like to continue to increase the opportunity for some of our pupils to see live events/performances. These Musical experiences can take place both within school by inviting musicians/bands/workshops in, and outside of school; this includes opportunity for pupils to enjoy live performance at least once a year such as watching a Musical or Pantomime. 
As pupils develop their confidence in their ability to play an instrument, it is the intention that we will continue to create more opportunities for pupils to perform as part of our termly school celebrations as a form of entertainment and to showcase pupils’ skills and abilities within Music. 
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