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At Ethos College, embedded within our school offer is a high quality research based reading curriculum which aims to inspire our pupils to become
fluent, confident and critical readers who are engaged and enthusiastic about reading a wide range of literature. It is our hope that pupils become
lifelong readers and enjoy reading in their next stage of education as well as in their future lives. Our teaching of reading equips pupils with the
necessary knowledge, skills and understanding needed to read, understand and respond to texts for a wide range of purposes so that they
understand vocabulary and language and communicate ideas, views and feelings about what they are reading.

Our reading curriculum is made up of 2 parts:

Part 1 is made up of 3 waves of support that identifies barriers and supports pupils to develop their reading skills so that they can access an age or
ability appropriate curriculum.

Part 2 is the ‘Our Stories Matter’ reading strategy which has been designed to promote a love of reading whilst exposing our pupils to a number of
equality and diversity issues to help them become fluent, enthusiastic, confident and critical when engaging with texts.

All pupils complete a reading assessment on entry to Ethos College (Literacy Assessment Online). This is used to accurately determine their
reading age and allows the school to benchmark against national data.

All pupils access the support in wave 1. If they have identified reading deficits, they also access the support in the wave they are placed in.
If a pupil has a reading age that is 3 or more years below their chronological age, they are placed in wave 3.
If a pupil has a reading age that is 1 or 2 years below their chronological age, they are placed in wave 2.

If a pupil has a reading age that is in line with their chronological age and no further testing is required, they are placed in wave 1.



Wave 1

Wave 2

Wave 3

Age Related Expectations

1-2 Years Below

3 or More Years Below

Age and ability appropriate curriculum in
place.

Quality first teaching

Differentiated curriculum planning and
implementation

Delivery of tier 2 vocabulary and use of
a literacy mat in all curriculum areas
Disciplinary literature — staff embed
subject specific texts across the
curriculum and are confident in the use
of relevant strategies

Regular opportunities to interact with
texts (DARTS) in all curriculum areas to
develop comprehension skills

Modelling and the use of writing
frames/word banks to allow pupils to
apply vocabulary learnt and to develop
their writing skills

Access to a well-resourced library with a
wide range of fiction and nonfiction
books

Our Stories Matter lessons

Additional diagnostic testing (WRAT4
and CTOPP-2)

Strategies identified through additional
testing shared with staff

Guided reading sessions three times a
week. These are adult led sessions that
help develop fluency skills, decoding
and an understanding of vocabulary.
Reciprocal reading techniques used to
enhance pupil metacognition
Additional support in place for maths
and English lessons

Access arrangements in place based
upon the results of the diagnostic
testing

Retest termly

Additional diagnostic testing (YARC) to
include a possible dyslexia assessment
Strategies identified through additional
testing shared with staff

Pupils receive targeted 1:1 reading
interventions twice a week.

Phonics programme — ‘The Code’ to
ensure direct teaching of synthetic
phonics interventions

Access arrangements in place based
upon the results of the diagnostic
testing

Individual support in maths and English
lessons

Guided reading sessions three times a
week. These are adult led sessions that
help develop fluency skills, decoding
and an understanding of vocabulary.
Reciprocal reading techniques used to
enhance pupil metacognition

Retest termly




Ethos College ‘Our Stories Matter’ Strategy (Promoting a Reading Culture in Modern Britain)

“Even when it’s not pretty or perfect. Even when it’s more real than you want it to be. Your story is what you have, what you will always have. It is something to own.”

(Michelle Obama ‘Becoming’)

believe:

-

‘Our Stories
Matter’
Strategy is
designed to:

Improving continuously

The ‘Our Stories Matter’
Strategy reflects the fluidity
of our school community,
including the diversity of
the cohort and staff year on
year. The ‘Our Stories
Matter’ strategy is
designed to be flexible and
fluid, allowing all students
to contribute stories and

Vision Nurturing Inclusive Learning Communities
Aim To create a culture where diverse stories are celebrated in order to create a safe space for exploration of identity, expression of self
and empathy with others.
Through the successful implementation of the ‘Our Stories Matter Strategy, Ethos College aspires to:
. Implement a strategy that enables all students to feel a sense of belonging and to feel valued through the stories they read.
. Promote a supportive environment where students feel safe to talk openly about the stories that matter to them and
understand that they too have a story to tell.
. Promote opportunities for students to access a range of diverse stories, and give dedicated time and space throughout the
academic year, for students to read and reflect on a range of stories.
. Promote student and staff voice in relation to diverse stories and encourage a culture of sharing, reflection and debate.
. To empower students to become critical thinkers around the stories they consume, at school and in their daily lives, and
inspire them to question what the reliability of the sources they are exposed to.
. Create a space where diversity, inclusion and wellbeing are intrinsically linked, through the sharing of diverse stories to create
a sense of belonging.
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good reads to our resource
bank.

The strategy takes into
consideration diverse
stories are being shared
and released all the time,
and will ensure as many
up-to-date stories and
resources are available to
students in a variety of
formats.

Improving continuously

The resources will be updated
every year to continue to build
a diverse collection of relevant
resources for both students
and staff to access. The school
will keep up to date with current
events, workshops, debates
that promote the importance of
stories.

Staff will be encouraged to
continue to contribute to the
resources and the strategy to
promote diverse stories within
our setting preventing the
strategy becoming stagnant.







