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Curriculum intent statement: Personal Development 
 

Intent: 

At Ethos College Personal 

Development education is inclusive 

and enables all our pupils to become 

healthy, independent and responsible 

members of a society. It aims to help 

them understand how they are 

developing personally and socially, and 

tackles many of the moral, social and 

cultural issues that are part of growing 

up. We provide our pupils with 

opportunities for them to learn about 

British Values and appreciate what it 

means to be a member of a diverse 

society. Our pupils are encouraged to 

develop their sense of self-worth by 

playing a positive role in contributing to 

school life and the wider community. At 

Ethos College, we seek to use 

Personal Development education to 

build, where appropriate, on the whole 

school curriculum and meet the 

statutory requirements of: drug 

education, careers education, financial 

education, relationship and sex 

education (RSE) and the importance of 

physical activity and diet for a healthy 

lifestyle. Our curriculum also 

incorporates religious beliefs, values 

and identity allowing our pupils to 

develop into well-rounded members of 

our community. 

Implementation: 

The curriculum is designed to build and 

expand on previous skills and 

understanding over a 2 year period 

whilst also being adaptable to respond 

to changing need. In PD we use a 

range of formative assessments 

procedures to assess progress, 

including marking and targeted 

questioning. At Ethos College, we 

recognise the importance of meeting 

individual needs and use one page 

profiles to inform how the curriculum 

should be taught so that all pupils can 

make progress and achieve. The 

Personal Development curriculum is 

not linked to a formal qualification and 

therefore allows for it to be altered to 

meet to individual need and responds 

to issues within the community and 

wider world. 

Impact: 

The vast majority of pupils make 

excellent progress in Personal 

Development. As well as making 

academic progress pupils will make 

exceptional SEMH progress, develop 

positive character traits and achieve 

targets set out in their My Support 

Plans and Educational Health Care 

Plans. Alongside this, life-skills and 

lifetime sports are embedded in the 

enrichment curriculum and support 

pupils to make an effective transition to 

post-16 provision and succeed in 

modern Britain. We believe that 

Personal Development plays a vital 

part of secondary education and as 

well as focused lessons, it is also 

embedded throughout the curriculum 

and school ethos. Personal 

Development is integral to the 

development of our pupils in order for 

them to become a well-rounded citizen 

in a forever changing society. 
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