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Bah-humbug!

God bless us, Every one! – Tiny Tim!

Just before the Christmas break, students from groups 3 and 5

visited Hull Truck Theatre to watch A Christmas Carol.

Everyone had a rather early start but the students took the

responsibility of being on time seriously and the trip was able

to begin, as planned.

The performance was enjoyed by all and was a lovely, festive

way to end the term. There were a number of younger children

at the performance, who were all present with accompanying

sound effects, but our young people conducted themselves

beautifully in a sensible and mature manner. It was a delight to

welcome, Alfie, from the medical provision to enjoy the

performance alongside group students. All of the students

enjoyed the performance and spirits were high on the journey

back.

Sarah Heathcote Celebration – Football

Tournament
Our young people and staff took part in a football

tournament, at Kirklees College on 16th December, to

honour a colleagues friend, Sarah, who sadly lost her life,

last month.

The football tournament was arranged as a way to

celebrate her life and all her achievements, with fundraising

going to the palliative care for kids unit at Huddersfield

Royal Infirmary.

Our students were an absolute pleasure to be with and

represented the school in a really positive manner.

The team made it to the Semi-finals and came 3rd out of 8

teams (all teams were 2 to 3 years older than our

students).

It was a really lovely event and Sara’s son, Cohen, joined

the competition and received the award at the end!

Thank you to everyone who purchased a raffle

ticket.



Delve Deeper – Radicalisation.

We have been given the exciting opportunity

at Ethos College for some of our students to

become involved with a Home Office funded

creative arts project: Odd Arts – Delve Deeper.

Groups 3 and 5 are taking part in the project.

The project incorporates 7 creative workshops

designed to explore feelings, emotions,

vulnerability and grievances, as well as

acknowledging contributing factors to the

young people’s own belief systems. Themes

covered include: exploring identity, online

safety, discrimination & racism, dealing with

challenging emotions and adult influences

(including exploitation). The themes are

explored through a range of activities

including: role play, creative writing, debate &

team work. The project will end in a creative

showcase where the young people will share

their learning with peers/ parents and carers.

Outcomes of the project will be: an increase in

understanding of vulnerability to radicalisation,

increase in resilience and recognising

protective factors, developed use of critical

thinking and an increase in personal emotional

awareness/non-violent communication skills.

The Enterprise group visited the White

Rose Centre to gain first hand experience

of collecting market research. Students

prepared their questionnaires, as part of

their coursework objective, and relished

the challenge of approaching the public to

take part. Students showed confidence,

maturity and professionalism. Their

representation of Ethos College was

absolute exemplary. They are certainly

future candidates of ‘The Apprentice’.

Every Monday, as part of one of our option subjects,

a handful of young people have the opportunity to go

to Hair and Body 2000, in Huddersfield, to work on

their hairdressing and interpersonal skills. Each week,

students are taught a new skill which the young

people are always positive and eager to learn and are

a credit to Ethos College.



Drop Down – Enrichment Day
Some medical students took part in a drop down

enrichment day on Friday 9th December. They started

the day thinking about what they would need to put in a

hamper, both essential and luxury items, before going

shopping together at the local Aldi.

All of the students worked extremely well together,

taking turns and co-operating both while shopping and

the rest of the day. They enjoyed a pizza lunch before

delivering a hamper to a local resident.

An excellent afternoon with many of the students going

out of their comfort zone to work with other young

people to put the hampers together. Amazing work!

Christmas Lunches!!
Every year, students work hard to plan, prepare and cook a
lovely Christmas Meal, as part of their Personal
Development lessons, to share with their families. This
Christmas, the lunches ran from the 8th December to 14th
December.
The lunches were a great success with a number of families
joining us for the festive period, across all groups.

Laura Griffiths Award
Proud staff, parents, carers and special guests

(including Luna, the school dog) gathered at Ethos

College on Thursday 15th December, to celebrate

our incredible students and commemorate a much-

loved member of staff at our Christmas event.

The bi-annual award ceremony, in memory of Laura

Griffiths, is held in December at Ethos College’s

Christmas celebration event and in July at the

summer prom.

The award recognises personal achievement,

overcoming barriers, SEMH (social emotional

mental health) development, personal growth,

development of character and personal excellence.

Diane Parkinson, Assistant Head, says: “Laura

Griffiths was a beloved member of our team – she

was adored by everyone, staff, pupils, parents and

carers - and a power force behind our approach.

When Laura sadly died, three years ago, it was

fitting that we created this award in her memory – it

is a legacy that will always be part of the care and

education provided at Ethos College and across the

Trust.”

The worthy winner was Amy, a truly remarkable

young woman’ who returned to a school

environment after three years of limited educated at

home, due to difficult personal challenges and

circumstances.

We have watched her flourish from a shy, timid and

reserved young person into a witty, clever and

hardworking pupil that she is today. She has

become a fantastic friend to her peers, an

enthusiastic and delightful pupil to teach and a

wonderful role model to all inside and outside of

school.

Prison Me – No Way!

Prison Me- No way is an organisation that

comes into schools with ex-prisoners, to

share their experiences of life in and out of

prison, in the hope that our young people

take away key messages of how one wrong

choices can affect the lives of themselves,

their family and friends.



Local Charities!
YCC appreciate that it’s a difficult time for many

families and they may be able to help, either with the

services which YCC offer or, through their Charity

shop.

Their charity shop, in Heckmondwike, sells a variety

of preloved homeware items and reconditioned

white goods including; fridges, freezers, washing

machines and tumble dryers. They also sell brand

new beds, mattresses and cookers.

All proceeds from sales are used to positively further

the work of the charity, and the different projects

they deliver across the communities.

They offer a free collection service for preloved

furniture, electrical items and white goods.

Please note that all upholstered items of donated

furniture must have a fire label stating that the item/s

meet the required fire regulation act. Their drivers

will not be able to take items without an appropriate

fire label. Everything must be in good clean

condition, suitable for resale.

To arrange a collection, please contact the, on

01924 40 40 89 or at PIOHeck@yccuk.org.uk and

a member of the charity shop team will get back to

you as soon as they can.

They can also arrange delivery of any large items

purchased from the shop. Please speak to the shop

team who will advise you of the delivery fees for the

areas they cover.

Full information about YCC is available on their

website

www.yorkshirechildfrenscentre.org.uk

Remind your child of some 

simple rules:

1. Make sure your child knows how to block

abusive comments and report content that

worries them.

2. Teach them to respect others online and 

think about comments before they post 

them and discuss how easily comments 

made online can be misinterpreted. 

3. Don’t arrange to meet people in real life that 

they’ve only talked to online and remind 

them that some people may not be who they 

say they are. 

4. Advise them to use secure and legal sites to 

download music and games to avoid 

experiencing the risks associated with 

streaming content from unauthorised sites. 

5. Check attachments and pop-ups for viruses 

before they click or download anything.

6. When using the internet for homework, 

make sure they use information 

appropriately and explain things in their 

own words rather than copying. 

7. For further info visit 

www.internetmatters.org

Hannah Harpin!
Hannah Harpin, one of our 2021

leavers, visited us again recently.

She is still continuing her modelling

journey and has now achieved her

dream, for her picture to be on

adverts around the UK.

Hannah met some of our current students and posed for

photos with them. They love to hear her stories about how

she is spreading disability awareness and raising the

profile of models with disabilities. This is the first time that

Hannah has been brave enough to take off her wig in

school, and show her cochlear implant.

Volunteering Opportunities
Working alongside our families is a priority at Ethos 

College and we would welcome volunteers to come 

into school to work alongside our team to offer 

sessions to our students in a wide range of areas. 

These sessions would be in the afternoon and we are 

looking for family members to offer opportunities such 

as: sewing, baking, carpentry, bike maintenance or 

anything else that our students may be interested in. If 

you feel that you could spare some time and have a 

skill that you think our students would like to learn, 

please get in touch with Diane Parkinson by email: 

dparkinson@eat.uk.com or on the school number 

01924469170. We would be flexible around your time 

and other commitments. Thank you for your 

consideration and continued support to our young 

people.

http://www.internetmatters.org/

