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On the 28th April, Ethos College were lucky enough to have
a visit from Paul Opacic, who is an English actor that has
starred in various different soaps. He began his acting
career when he starred in the British Sitcom Only Fools and
Horses, and has since starred in the likes of Hollyoaks,
Emmerdale, Bad Girls and has recently joined the cast of
Coronation Street.
During his workshop, he worked on performing arts skills
along with voice coaching, tongue twisters and breathing
techniques for projection. All the students engaged really
well throughout and thoroughly enjoyed the time and
effort that he put into delivering the workshop. One
student commented, “Oh that workshop was absolutely
amazing! He was really funny!”.

Pick a Peck of Pickled 

Peppers with Paul!

Throughout the school year, Group 6 have taken part in weekly mountain bike sessions, as part of their outdoor 
curriculum. The group staff, Phil and Sophie, challenged the 
students to push themselves by trying to cycle 100km 
during the month of May.
Preferring bike parks over cross country rides, the students 
were reluctant to say yes at first; claiming it was too far and 
we have dragged them "up hill and down dale" enough 
already. One member of our group suggested that we take 
the opportunity to raise money for a worthy cause and soon, 
the reluctance turned in to a certain yes!
If you would like to help the group reach their fundraising 
target, please visit
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ethos-college-group-6.
You can also track our progress via the school twitter account.

100k? All in a day!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ethos-college-group-6


Over to you…

This past year has been a difficult time, to say the least. The students have been working tirelessly to 
gain the grades they have spent their educational years working towards, despite being unable to sit the 
regular GCSE exams as we have always known them. We therefore wanted to take this opportunity to 
showcase some of the brilliant work that is created within Ethos College and boost the moral and 
confidence of the young people within school.

In Creative 
Development, 

Groups 1&2 have 
been exploring and 

trying out graffiti art. 
They have also been 

looking at healthy 
options and have 
been making and 

trying out their own 
smoothie recipes.

Here is an example of 
some extended 

writing tasks that 
students have done 

on “The Composition 
of the 

Atmosphere”. They 
have used their 

revision notes as a 
guide and have 
produced some 

phenomenal work.

Here are some great 
examples of GCSE science 

work on meiosis, 
photosynthesis and 
genetic inheritance.



Maybe that wouldn’t even happen,
because when that police officer

would pull me over
or stop me in my tracks

or enter my house
without a warrant,

he’d laugh
his shiny teeth

matching his complexion,
and his fingers would suddenly flick

and the gun would cock
and the bullet would fire

right in my trajectory.

Maybe I’d be dead.
Maybe my name would be plastered

all over the headlines
in 12-point Times New Roman;

Maybe that’s all I’d be.
Not a person,

not a living, breathing soul
nor a life;

Just another name.
No meaning,
no backstory,

just a word printed out
in those small black letters.

Yet
That wasn’t me.

My hue is exactly the same
as those police officers

Over to you…

Maybe

Maybe
in a different reality

had I been born
with a different Mother or Father,

Or had my skin
been a couple of shades darker,

Then the police
might’ve arrested me

for accidentally
going through a red light,

Or walking down the street
with a bag in my hand,

Or even sitting
within the confines of

my own home.

Maybe I’d be waiting on trial
knowing that the judge,

with his pasty skin
and piercing pale eyes,

Would convict me
regardless of my alibi,
and even if I somehow

got off lucky,
I’d still receive glares
from the townsfolk
and white women

would clutch their purses
whilst I stand stationary

next to them in the elevator.

and the judge
and the white women in the lift,

I won’t be arrested
for going through a red light

or walking through town
or even sitting down.

I won’t be placed on trial
with no chance of bail

nor would I be shot
by those who are supposed

to protect me.

For there are no ‘maybes’ now
as things that should be arbitrary

are placed on pedestals
in this hateful world;
I know that I am safe

and free from systemic suffering
in this society

for the mere fact that
I am white.

Janie Opacic

This piece was written by Janie 
Opacic and is a response to the 
themes and ideas raised in the 

novel “The Hate U Give”  

This amazing art work 
was created by Alife 
and Harvey around 

‘Surreal Photography’ 
and ‘Remembrance 

Day’.



Internet Matters have released a new report where 
they asked parents about their child’s use of 
technology, their concerns and attitudes to their 
child's online lives and perceptions of the impact on 
their wellbeing.
It's an interesting report which I'm sure you will find 
useful, for example:
•There was an 89% increase of children actively 
broadcasting their own videos (remember the 
increasing concerns about children and live 
streaming).
•There was a 42% increase in spending money 
online.
•Nearly a quarter of parents of vulnerable children 
report that their 
child has experienced online bullying.
You can download the report -
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/

From Survive to Thrive

Fun at Fanwood

On Thursday 6th May, Ethos College spent the day 
offsite at Fanwood Estate. Here, staff and students 
alike spent time working together on team building 
activities, exploring nature whilst jumping in for a 
ride on the grass sledges! Staff and students reported 
how well the day had gone and how much the 
students had enjoyed spending time out of the 
classroom during these stressful times, “It was nice to 
be able to do something different for a change!”.

We have recently had 
the pleasure of 
welcoming in an ex 
Ethos student, Keenan. 
Keenan has spent time 
over the years coming 
in to support young 
people within school, 
and using his 
experience to guide 
them. He is now at 
college doing his Level 2 Certificate in Youthwork. 
Last week, he came in to do a workshop style 
lesson with the group students. He commented, “I 
recently participated in a ‘Future Man Project’, 
which aims to break down toxic masculinity ad 
talk about men's’ mental health. I’m planning a 
youth sport activity to host on Thursday for my 
college course and hopefully, by the 
end of the year, I will be signed off to have 
passed my level 2 course and be able to support in 
youth clubs and the like”. You can absolutely see 
the dedication and determination he has put into 
achieving this and we wish him all the best with 
his course.

Mental Health Matters

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/

