
The Forest School
This year, our students have had 

the opportunity to take part in a 

Forest School curriculum. 

Students have had an 

opportunity to learn a range of 

outdoor skills such as preparing, 

lighting and cooking on a 

campfire. They are developing 

their skills using tools and have 

made swings and bird boxes 

along with learning to build their 

own shelters. The subject also 

complements other option 

choices within school, such as 

child development and home 

cooking. Throughout the year so 

far, our students have shown 

resilience and determination in 

improving our Forest School site. 

We have been collecting 

resources locally and have spent 

sessions exploring local 

woodlands and looking at 

habitats, biodiversity and the 

green infrastructure of Kirklees.

We are still enjoying our own site 

using our knowledge and 

practising our tool skills; 

alongside cooking delicious 

recipes, outdoors in the winter 

weather, such as; pizza wraps, 

kebabs, pancakes and popcorn!
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Goodbye, but not farewell

Feature

This term, we had the pleasure of welcoming one of our past 

students, Taylor Potts, back to Ethos College. Taylor spoke to our 

present students about what he has been up to since he left Ethos 

College in 2019. It seems he has been very busy indeed!

Taylor’s dream was always to join the Army and through his hard 

work and dedication he has been successful in achieving this. 

Taylor spoke eloquently about his journey so far and shared the 

ups and the downs! His story inspired many of our students to 

keep working towards their future aspirations, despite any 

obstacles they may be facing currently, or may face in the future.

We are very proud of you, Taylor, and wish you all the best in your 

Army career.



Ethos strives to save the planet

At Ethos College, the social and emotional 

needs of our students are at the heart of 

everything we do; we understand 

that a holistic approach to the education of 

young people is essential, if they are to 

thrive, in these ever changing and challenging 

times.

In September, the team were given some 

excellent training around the concept of 

Emotion Coaching by The Kirklees 

Educational Psychologist Team. We then 

embarked on a programme for the 

introduction of Emotion Coaching at Ethos 

College, as a self-regulation tool and a way to 

empower young people with the skills to 

overcome everyday emotional obstacles in 

their life. At Ethos College, Emotion Coaching 

is about three things:

Empowerment

Engagement

Expression

We have been using the ABC model for 

Emotion Coaching with students, who feel 

they would benefit from this model and a safe 

space to work through their emotions. Many 

students have reported the benefits of this 

model, for example, making comments such 

as, it makes them, ‘feel lighter’ and affords 

them an opportunity to gain perspective.

Staff have also noted that Emotion Coaching 

sessions have had a positive impact on some 

students’ academic progress too, particularly, 

where the barrier to learning in certain 

subjects is an emotional or fixed mindset 

one.

We are excited to continue our journey 

towards embedding Emotion Coaching across 

the Academy, so as many young people can 

benefit from it as possible.

Emotion Coaching at Ethos College

The students at Ethos College are 

working to make our local community 

more aware of the effects of climate 

change and the actions that each of 

us can take to stop it from happening. 

We have put together a leaflet which 

will be distributed around the local 

area and we will be making a video to 

help educate everyone on the small 

actions we can each take to make a 

difference.



Taking a look at the future…

Ho, ho, ho, it’s a Christmas panto!

.

.

‘Sharenting’ is when we post too much information about our children online, such as; photos, 

funny moments or key milestones. This useful article discusses the top six things parents should 

be thinking about before they post, such as what information you include when you upload 

photographs (child’s school, age or location). 

We tell our children to think before they post but maybe as parents, we need to too. Read the 

article here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/CDT1p7qHZxjrGLsw1xh7Pg/sharenting-

six-things-parentsshould-think-about-before-hitting-post-on-social-media 

Online safety - Are you guilty of ‘Sharenting’?

We have recently had a number of guest speakers, at Ethos 

College, to speak to year 11 students about the options available to 

them when they leave. Students have learnt about the different 

types of courses available to them for post 16 as well as getting an 

insight into student life from Bradford University. These talks have 

taken place virtually and have included speakers from: Bradford 

University, Wakefield College, Aspire Igen and Kirklees College.

All year 11 students should now have met with Suzanne, who is our 

Careers Advisor, and should have already discussed some ideas 

about their post 16 destination; ready to complete applications in 

January and February. If any students or parents/carers want to 

discuss post 16 options please contact Suzanne on: 01484 242000.

This year, we will be breaking up for the Christmas holidays and reflecting on a 

different half term at Ethos College. We have adapted our celebration event to ensure 

that we are all safe and will be going ‘virtual’, throughout the school, to host our 

celebration assembly alongside a Christmas panto and pizza party! By holding the 

events online, it enables everyone to share achievement, in a safe way, ending 2020 

with some much-needed positivity!

Attendance is a focus of the rewards and celebration. Coming to school every day and 

being ready to learn is how we want our students to approach life at Ethos. Also, being 

faced with the challenges of an everchanging environment, has meant that we have 

adapted how we approach teaching and learning. Therefore, this time we are including 

rewards for those students who have attended and participated with online learning. 

Individual and Group Attendance awards will be given alongside academic subjects 

and group nurture awards. The assemblies are a time when we come together as a 

school and reflect on how much we have achieved together. Being able to celebrate 

the successes of our students is one of the most rewarding parts of our role, here at 

Ethos College, and we look forward to when we can once again welcome you back into 

school and be part of the celebrations.



The Great Outdoors

Date for your diary: Results day is Friday 27th August 2021

Tips for the tests
In order to support our students’ academic progress, here are some recommended free online 

websites that can be accessed to help with GCSE maths and GCSE science revision.

When revising, remember it is important to have a rest break every 20 minutes or so and 

drinking and eating food helps to fuel the brain. Students should not suffer in silence. If 

something is not understood, please encourage students to speak to their subject teacher. There 

are many different ways to revise topics and it just might be that they have not been shown a 

method that works for them. Flash cards and mind maps are two methods that may support 

students with factual knowledge, and past exam papers and exam style questions are useful 

tools for applying knowledge or skills.

https://www.piximaths.co.uk

Pixi maths includes power points to support students 

understanding of maths topics and worksheets which 

they can use to practice the skills they have obtained.

https://corbettmaths.com/

Corbett maths has short videos which 

demonstrates the skills needed to answer 

topic specific questions and includes 

exercise questions to practice the skill. 

There is also exam style questions which 

students can use to test their 

understanding or to apply the skill they 

have practiced. There are a range of 

various additionally resources such as 5 a 

day questions and past exam papers.

https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/

Maths made easy is not just a website that covers the 

maths curriculum it also covers GCSE science. It 

includes past papers, topic specific exam style 

questions and revision worksheets.

Our new Outdoor Education group have made a 

fantastic start to the school year. The students 

study; English, maths, RSE and Forest Schools 

on-site and these lessons are complemented by 

a wide range of outdoor activities in an 

afternoon. Amongst other things, these sessions 

help to develop fitness, improve mental 

wellbeing and nurture a love of the great 

outdoors.

The group’s favourite activity so far, has been 

their weekly mountain biking sessions; these 

have taken the students to Lee Quarry in 

Rochdale, Leeds Urban Bike Park in Middleton 

and Calverley Woods near Bradford.

Staff have seen great progress both inside and 

outside of the classroom and we could not be 

more proud of the amazing start the students 

have made!

https://www.piximaths.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/

